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o Nearly 2/3 of the elderly have clinically-significant 
hearing loss

o Hearing loss is the single largest modifiable risk 
factor for dementia

o There is not a consistent public-facing metric for 
hearing health

o Recent efforts have focused on increasing the 
public’s understanding of the Pure Tone Average 
(hearing number)

BACKGROUND

Produce an animated documentary to both:
o share the importance of hearing health through 

patient stories

o empower people to understand their hearing 
numbers

o Interviewed and recorded 2 patients with hearing 
loss and 1 practicing otolaryngologist

o Excerpted audio from recorded interviews into a 
cohesive 7-min narrative

o Drew visuals in sync to audio with a storyboard artist
o Animated on Procreate and Adobe After Effects
o Developed original film score with a composer
o Composited layers on Adobe Premiere Pro

METHODS

RESULTS

Figure 2. Film poster

Figure 1. Adobe After Effects production screenshot
Figure 3. Film stills: left to right, top to bottom - (A) Microscopic hair cells. (B) Hands holding a glowing 
orb with person’s hearing number. (C) Person peering into an ear. (D) Anne holding up hand to ear.

o To our knowledge, this is the 
first animated documentary 
film that explores hearing loss 
embedded with data-driven 
public health education

o Incorporated into the “Know 
Your Hearing Number” 
campaign: 
https://hearingnumber.org/

Scan here for the full film:

o Submit to local, national, and 
international film festivals

o Distribute and promote film to 
the general public
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