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• The Ottoman hospital was located centrally and 
viewed as a place of healing.
• Ottoman medical traditions were preserved, including 

architectural characteristics, women healthcare 
practitioners, and universal access to medical care.
• Ottoman hospitals transformed into academic centers, 

conducting scientific research and medical education 
while providing medical care. 
• Medicine as an institution was subject to bureaucratic 

centralization and standardization. 
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Abstract
The Hamidian Era (1876-1909), considered the final period of effective 
sultanate governance in the Ottoman Empire, represented a vast 
transformation in the field of medicine. Among several innovations 
during this period, the centralization of medical decision-making, 
institutional reforms in medical education and practice, and the 
substantial increase in hospitals and medical schools were among the 
most central. This research explores reforms in medical practice, 
education, architecture, and bureaucracy by utilizing archival documents 
and visual representations to demonstrate the persistence of Ottoman 
culture and history in the field of medicine. I contextualize these reforms 
in the backdrop of Ottoman international relations prior to World War I, 
political and social forces emphasizing centralization of power, the 
supremacy of the Sultan, and prevailing attitudes toward the Tanzimat
Reforms between 1839-1876. 

This research historicizes the field of medicine during the 
Hamidian Era by exploring the dynamic relationship 
between cultural, social, and political influences on the 
trajectory of medicine in the late Ottoman Empire.

Study Objective 

Methods
Conclusion and Acknowledgement

List of Textbooks used in Medical Education

Ottoman Physicians

The Ottoman Hospital

Operating Room in an Ottoman Hospital

Public Health Initiatives (Left) and Medical Students (Right)

The Ottoman Hospital as a Social Institution Pediatric Surgery and the Operating Room


